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Facts 

 Department of the Interior 

 Nine Regions across the U.S. 

 Employ approximately 7,500 people 

 Nearly 700 field stations – including 

530 national wildlife refuges, 66 

national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery 

resources offices, and 78 ecological 

services offices. 

 Over 125 years of service – 

established by Congress in 1871 as 

the U.S. Fish Commission 

 



Mission Statement 

Working with others to 

conserve, protect, and 

enhance fish, wildlife and 

plants and their habitats for 

the continuing benefit of  

the American people. 



Major Responsibilities 

 Manage 93 million acres of National 

Wildlife Refuges 

 Conserve 800 species of migratory 

birds 

 Protect over 700 native species listed 

as Threatened and Endangered 

 Restore nationally significant fisheries 

depleted by overfishing, pollution, or 

habitat damage 

 Partner to restore over 210,000 acres 

of habitat 

 Children and Nature  



Service Office Functions 

 

 

Ecological Services Offices – threatened and endangered species – 

Kirtland’s Warbler and Piping Plover 

National Wildlife Refuges –habitat and wildlife on federal refuge lands – 

Seney and Shiawassee NWRs – over 100,000 acres – ducks, eagles, 

moose, wolves 

Private Lands Office –Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program to restore 

wild areas on private lands – 1,500 projects since 1988 

National Fish Hatchery – Breed, rear, and stock native fish species – lake 

trout restoration in the upper Great Lakes, also rear lake and pallid 

sturgeon in some states of the midwest 

Fishery Offices – research on native fish species, control and monitor 

aquatic nuisance species, and provide fishery assistance – sea lamprey 

control – fish stocking Spencer F. Baird 

Law Enforcement –inspections for illegal animals/parts, federal wildlife and 

fishing laws, and maintain order on National Wildlife Refuges. 



Michigan Office Locations 

 

 23 U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service  

offices in Michigan 



 USFWS  http://www.fws.gov 

 Kids and Educators http://www.fws.gov/educators/ 

 Let’s Go Outside  http://www.fws.gov/letsgooutside/ 

 Midwest Region (MI, WI,..) http://www.fws.gov/midwest/kids* 

 Youth in the Great Outdoors  http://youthgo.gov 

Useful Educator 
Web Sites 

http://www.fws.gov/educators/
http://www.fws.gov/letsgooutside/
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/


Alpena FWCO Sturgeon Activities 

 Lake Huron Lake Sturgeon Task Group, Chair 

 Huron Erie Corridor Lake Sturgeon Research 

 Lake Huron Lake Sturgeon Tagging in 

partnership with MIDNR and Commercial 

Fishers 

 Sturgeon Partnership Integration through 

Websites – Great Lakes Lake Sturgeon Web 

Site and Lake Sturgeon Tagging Database 

Web Site  

 Information and Education 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the Huron-Erie Corridor (HEC) 

HEC 

• Southern Lake Huron 

• St. Clair River 

• Lake St. Clair 

• Detroit River 

• Western Lake Erie 

 
HEC Initiative  

• Create new science that will assist 

resource managers when making 

decisions regarding the aquatic 

resources in the HEC 

 

http://huron-erie.org/index.html 

 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the Huron-Erie Corridor (HEC) 

St. Clair River 

 

• Construction of spawning reef in the Middle Channel 

• Adult and juvenile lake sturgeon telemetry studies 

• Partner with Michigan DNR when conducting tagging studies 

• Partner with USGS when conducting larval drift studies (2006-

Present) 

• Trawling for YOY and juveniles (beginning late summer 2011) 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the St. Clair River 

Construction of spawning reef in Middle Channel 

Reef construction site 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the St. Clair River 

Telemetry Studies 

• Monitor the movement of juvenile lake sturgeon in the North 

Channel (2004-2006) 

• Assess movement patterns of adult lake sturgeon spawning 

at the Blue Water Bridge spawning site (2002-2004) 

• Partners -  MDNR, USGS, U of M 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the Huron-Erie Corridor (HEC) 

Detroit River 

 

• Belle Isle reef construction project (Constructed Summer 2004)  

• Fighting Island reef construction project (Spawning documented in 

2010) 

• Trawling for YOY and juveniles (YOY captured in 2010) 

• Juvenile habitat assessments (Side-scan sonar and invert collections) 

• Adult population assessments (2003-present) 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the Detroit River 

Fighting Island Reef Construction Project 

Reef construction site 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the Detroit River 

Photo obtained from Dr. Bruce Manny, USGS 

Deployment of reef materials  at Fighting Island Reef Construction Site 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the Detroit River 

Juvenile Lake Sturgeon Habitat Assessments 

 

• Side-scan sonar used to identify habitat types near Fighting  

      Island 

 

• Trawling assessments will be conducted to determine the  

      distribution and abundance of juvenile lake sturgeon 

 

• Ponar grabs will be used to quantify macroinvertebrates along 

      transects 

 

• Underwater video will be used to verify images of substrate 

      collected using side-scan sonar 

 

• Partners -  USGS, OMNR, University of New England 

 

 



Lake Sturgeon Restoration Efforts in the Huron-Erie Corridor (HEC) 

Additional Work 

•Administer several grants related to Sturgeon research in the HEC 

 

HEC Initiative 

• Collaborative partnership including federal, tribal, state, provincial,  

   local, and non-governmental participants 

• Includes over 27 partners 

 

A complete list of partners and more information can be found by 

searching Huron Erie Corridor Initiative on the web 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.iwmsymposium.ca/images/logos/mnr-moe.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.iwmsymposium.ca/presentations.html&usg=__RolkhF7ZqT6Qw_bksE2WUGhHN5Y=&h=83&w=151&sz=2&hl=en&start=12&sig2=HswIEkOI0HWYXmzZvrMZKg&zoom=0&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=onnTbzoLEsBY3M:&tbnh=53&tbnw=96&prev=/search?q=OMNR+logo&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&tbm=isch&ei=va7eTaXYDMO_gQeFlPztCg


Lake Huron Lake Sturgeon Tagging in partnership 
with MIDNR and Commercial Fishers 

 



          http://www.fws.gov/midwest/sturgeon/ 





                   http://www.glfc.org/sturgeontag/ 





Potential Lake Sturgeon 
Educator Resources 

 Lake sturgeon age determination from spine 

cross sections – develop an activity 

 Use recaptured information from Lake Huron 

commercial fishermen in Saginaw Bay to 

develop population estimates 

 Access Lake Sturgeon Tagging Database – 

develop an activity 

 Classroom speaker 

 







          http://techalive.mtu.edu/meec/module07/title.htm 






